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New National Parks for People and Nature

In late November, the Chancellor of the Exchequer stressed 
the opportunity to create new jobs including in the green 
economy of the future. This reflected the Government’s 10 
Point Plan for a green economic strategy. Included in that 
plan was the commitment: 

“We will protect our natural environment through the 
creation of new National Parks and Areas of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONBs). We will start the process 
for designating more of England’s beautiful and iconic 
landscapes as National Parks and AONBs, safeguarding 
these areas for future generations...”

The Dorset National Park Team welcomes this commitment 
and looks forward to Natural England progressing Dorset’s 
compelling case. A Dorset National Park can play a key 
role in partnership with the Dorset Council and others in 
helping Dorset’s environment, communities and economy to 
regenerate, and in advancing a successful green/blue economy. 

The Climate and Ecological Emergency

The Dorset Council is consulting on their proposals to address 
the Climate and Ecological Emergencies. We welcome this 
consultation. We encourage communities and local councils 
to recognise in their responses that a Dorset National Park 
would bring additional resources and expertise to support 
the Dorset Council and communities and help address these 
emergencies. A National Park would help nature recover 
and Dorset’s communities, economy, environment and 
wildlife to thrive.

“The challenge of stewardship of this great area demands 
the more substantial resource of funding and expertise 
which can be brought by a National Park” said Michael 
Dower.

The Dorset National Park’s Team response to the Dorset 
Council’s consultation is HERE 
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	➤ A Dorset National Park would work in partnership 
to attract investment and jobs, and make an 
important contribution to a thriving, sustainable 
economy and the successful development of a 
green/blue economy and business opportunities. 

	➤ Dorset’s health and well-being and the life 
chances of young people are linked to the health 
of Dorset’s environment.

	➤ Sustainable policies including for Dorset’s 
economy, transport, tourism and energy can 
underpin growth in the economy of the future. 

	➤ A National Park would bring additional resources 
and expertise to support the Dorset Council and 
offer a better future for Dorset’s communities, 
economy, exceptional landscapes, wildlife and 
heritage.

	➤ It would put Dorset more on the national 
and international map as a prime location for 
investment and as a destination for higher value 
eco/heritage/cultural/dark skies tourism over an 
extended season, as well as promoting Dorset 
products and services.

	➤ A National Park would work with land managers 
and farmers to help them thrive and succeed in a 
changing world, including helping them maximise 
opportunities to secure new ‘public benefit’ farm 
funding and, as appropriate, to diversify their 
businesses.

	➤ It would help provide the local and affordable 
homes needed by local people.

The economic benefits are summarised in our 
Autumn Newsletter HERE

Renewal and Regeneration
A Dorset National Park offers a Better Future

https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/draft-response-ecological-emergencies-strategy
https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/autumn-newsletter


It’s time for Dorset’s National Park

www.dorsetnationalpark.com
You can support the National Park Team CIC with time, 

contacts, knowledge and funding.
Dorset & East Devon National Park CIC.

Co Number: 10563714

For more information and to be kept in touch, visit 
www.dorsetnationalpark.com

Contact us at: info@dorsetnationalpark.com 

With best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year 
from everyone in the Dorset 

National Park Team.

Like our Facebook page and 
sign up for email newsletters 

on the website.
www.dorsetnationalpark.com

Planning

Planning is in the news with concerns about proposed 
changes in the planning system and what these could mean 
for Dorset’s communities. There are particular worries about 
reduced local involvement in planning decisions and the 
national algorithm and housing targets proposed for Dorset. 
The Dorset Council is about to consult on its proposed Local 
Plan. 

National Parks have a duty to ‘respond proactively to 
local housing needs.’ They plan in partnership with local 
communities including on the basis of Neighbourhood Plans. 
A future Dorset National Park would work in partnership to 
meet local housing needs.

The National Park website contains further information, 
including HERE

South Downs Supporting Communities

Earlier this year the South Downs National Park set up a 
Recovery Fund of £375,000 to help support organisations 
and local communities in the wake of the pandemic.

The fund has various themes supporting the economic 
recovery of local communities. See the details HERE 

National Parks work constructively to extend the benefits 
beyond their boundaries. The South Downs shows how this 
is being put into practice. A Dorset National Park offers the 
prospect of additional resources that would benefit all of 
Dorset whether communities were within or outside the 
National Park.

The South Downs’ People and Nature Network Partnership 
reflects the Government’s 25-year Environment Plan. “The 
South Downs National Park and its partners are delighted 
that creating a healthier natural environment will also bring 
economic benefits for the region, including reducing the 
financial burden on health and social care, increasing visitor 
spending and boosting the area’s desirability as a location 
for business.”

Opportunities for Dorset’s Coast and Seas

The South Downs National Park is a close partner with 
its neighbouring conurbation in the Brighton, Lewes and 
Downs UN Biosphere Region: The Living Coast. A Dorset 
NP - with our extensive World Heritage Coast, rich in 
wildlife and home to in-shore fishing and other businesses 
- has the potential to play a positive part in promoting 
joined-up thinking and action across onshore and offshore 
designations, to everyone’s benefit. An independent 
discussion paper is on the NP website HERE

South Downs Experience Shared

On 15th December, Andrew Lee, Director of Countryside 
Policy & Management, South Downs National Park, shared 
information with members of the Dorchester Civic Society 
and members from the Dorset and Dorchester Councils on 
how the National Park implements a partnership approach 
to nature recovery, planning, and the economic and social 
well-being of local communities. His presentation was 
preceded by one from Michael Dower. The presentations 
and subsequent discussions can be viewed on the video 
section of the Dorset National Park website or HERE
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