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The Pressure Grows for Progress
The nationally respected Campaign for National Parks
[CNP] has published a statement about new National
Parks. We agree with CNP that “Where a strong and well
evidenced case for designation has been made for a new
National Park” then Natural England should get on with the
designation process. Dorset clearly meets the criteria and,
with its well-evidenced and widely respected case, is ready
to proceed to the next stage. We look forward to progress,
which is long overdue, to designate Dorset as England’s
next National Park.
For the full news update from CNP (which includes a link
to the Dorset NP Team’s recent discussion paper on Youth
Engagement, Health & Well-being,) see
https://mailchi.mp/cnp/slh5v8yg5j-1401206

South Downs National Park Helps Nature,
People and Economy to Recover
The South Downs National Park is leading an extensive
partnership to develop and launch a Nature Recovery
Network for the South East Region, including both urban
and rural green space. It is an example of how a National
Park invests and attracts resources and expertise, and works
beyond its boundaries to benefit communities, the economy
and environment across a wide area.
The People and Nature Network [PANN Partnership] ties in
with the Government’s 25-year Environment Plan, which set
a number of targets, including clean air and water, thriving
wildlife, and adapting to climate change. The South Downs
NP says: “The National Park and its partners are delighted
that creating a healthier natural environment will also bring
economic benefits for the region, including reducing the
financial burden on health and social care, increasing visitor
spending and boosting the area’s desirability as a location
for business.”
The Partnership will work towards its goals through for
example encouraging green infrastructure in emerging
planning policy, seeking more local and national funding
and developing more community projects that help the
environment. The South Downs National Park is also
supporting community energy initiatives to help address the
climate emergency and benefit communities.
Read about the Partnership and other news at https://
www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/
August-2020_South_Downs_Newsletter_FINAL.pdf

Like our Facebook page and
sign up for email newsletters
on the website.
www.dorsetnationalpark.com

Investing in Dorset’s Future

A Dorset National Park [NP] would be an investment
in Dorset’s future and the health and success of our
communities and economy. It would bring new and
significant opportunities and benefits Dorset wide.

➤

A NP would bring additional resources to benefit Dorset
Council, businesses and the wider community. National
Parks provide and attract investment, jobs and skills.

➤

National Parks are funded by central government and are
not a call on local councils, businesses or residents. The
benefits to the Dorset Council and local communities include
the following:
➤

➤

➤

The environment is Dorset’s key economic asset. It is
a major reason why people choose to live and work in
and visit the county. Yet studies show that it has been
deteriorating for decades1. A National Park would bring
resources and expertise and work with others to reverse
this decline and help secure a thriving healthy future
for Dorset’s communities and economy as well as its
environment, wildlife and heritage.
National Parks work through partnerships. A National
Park would bring substantial and genuinely additional
resources and contribute financially to Dorset Council’s
work. This would free up Dorset Council resources for
county-wide priorities.

➤

The National Park could be a delivery agent for the
Dorset Council not only on the environment, but also
in other areas such as rights of way, ranger and other
environmental services, and tourism – including visitor
information.

By helping people of all ages to connect with nature,
and by promoting health and well-being, the NP would
contribute to Council and multi-agency work on social
care, health and education, and work with Dorset
Council to help address the challenges and rising costs
of social care.
Through a shared planning team co-funded by the
Dorset NP and a joint future Local Plan, the Dorset
Council and NP would work together and with
communities on planning for Dorset. The National
Planning Practice Guidance provides that where an
area is shared by a National Park and a neighbouring
planning authority (in this case the Dorset Council),
a local methodology may be used for calculating
housing need in place of the government’s standard
methodology. Hence the Dorset Council and the
Dorset National Park could develop a local approach
to assessing future housing requirements, taking as its
starting point the area’s projected demographic growth
and economic aims.
The Dorset AONB, currently partly paid for by the
Dorset Council, would be upgraded to a National Park,
funded by central government. A National Park would
be ideally placed to provide support to the Jurassic Coast
Trust and help the Trust and Dorset Council deliver the
Government’s commitment to UNESCO to look after
this World Heritage Site.

1. See eg https://dorsetlnp.org.uk/natural-value-report/
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Investing in Dorset’s Future - Continued

The wider economic benefits of a National Park for all of
Dorset include the following:
➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

Through investing in and improving the environment
(Dorset’s greatest economic asset2) and growing Dorset’s
natural capital, a NP would help achieve sustainable
economic growth and realise Dorset’s potential in the
“green/blue” economy.
➤

NPs attract investment, jobs and skills. Evidence suggests
that the overall unemployment rate in National Parks
has been half the national rate and that National Parks
are more resilient in economic downturns. They are
home to many vibrant small businesses3.
The National Park would promote local products,
including food and drink, and boost the Dorset brand at
home and abroad.
A NP would value farmers as guardians of the
countryside and producers of quality foods as well as
providers of vital ecosystem services (such as clean
water, flood resilience, healthy soils and woodlands
which contribute to carbon capture.) It would support
them in securing “public benefit” farm funding and in
appropriate diversification4.

➤

➤

Over 55% of businesses in National Parks believe that
the quality of the landscape and environment has a
positive impact on their business performance, and
a majority feel that National Park designation has a
positive impact on their business5.

➤

In a survey by Bournemouth University, more than
50% of businesses reported that the quality of the
natural environment was one of the main reasons for
conducting business in Dorset6. Some business leaders
have said a National Park would help them attract key
staff and especially younger people who value all that a
NP can offer them and their families.
In the South Downs National Park, Dorset’s most
relevant comparator, visitor spending increased following
its designation as a National Park, with an associated
increase in employment. The increase in visitor spend
exceeded the increase in visitor numbers suggesting the
NP promotes higher value eco/heritage/cultural/dark
skies tourism and a longer season7. The South Downs
NP has supported rural bus and other services and
helped manage tourism pressures through its sustainable
tourism and transport policies.
In addition to benefitting the economy in the NP area, a
NP also brings major economic benefits to a wider area
and communities where people also live, work, stay and
visit8.
A report from Bournemouth University concluded that
a Dorset National Park could add considerable value
to the county’s economy including through stimulating
additional annual visitor spend worth several million
pounds9.
A DNP could help coordinate off-shore and on-shore
conservation, benefitting in-shore and other coastal
businesses10.

A Dorset National Park would
bring a wide range of benefits to
Dorset’s councils, communities
and businesses worth millions of
pounds every year.

2. Dorset’s Environmental Economy, report for Dorset
County Council by Ash Futures, 2016
3. A Report on the Economic Cost-Benefit Analysis on
the Creation of a National Park within Dorset and East
Devon Kyle Dyett, Professor Davide Parrilli and Dr Ishmael
Tingbani, Jan 2018
4. See eg evidence from the South Downs https://www.
dorsetnationalpark.com/post/new-farming-case-studies
5. The Economic Benefits of a Dorset National Park,
Cumulus Consulting, November 2018 https://www.
dorsetnationalpark.com/post/economic-benefits

6. Trends in Natural Capital…Valuing Nature Research
Report, Adrian Newton, Stephen Watson et al,
Bournemouth University, June 2019
7. The Economic Benefits….etc op cit
8. The Economic Opportunities, Benefits and Wider
Impacts of a D&ED NP, Dixon and Deane, July 2016,
https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/2016/04/28/
the-economic-case-for-the-national-park
9. A Report on the Economic Cost-Benefit Analysis etc op cit
10. D&EDNP The Marine Component, John Humphries et
al, June 2019, https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/
off-shore-and-on-shore
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A Dorset National Park can help improve young people’s health and life chances
The past months have reminded us that access to nature is vital for all communities’
health and well-being. A recent ONS survey found that 42% of young people felt
that lockdown had made their mental health worse. Long before the pandemic,
rising obesity levels were a growing concern, with only one in four boys and one
in five girls in England achieving the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity
each day.
There is compelling evidence that regular contact with the natural environment
can help address these challenges. A recent report by the Dorset National Park
Team on Youth Engagement, Health and Well-being: the Role of National Parks
has been warmly welcomed nationally as well as locally. It shows how National Parks
play a vital role in connecting young people with nature, helping them to enjoy the
great outdoors. National Parks promote mental and physical health and help improve
educational experience, family and community relationships and life chances. From
apprenticeship and junior ranger schemes to providing “wild play” areas, NPs help
develop resilient, more confident and independent young people. These schemes can
also offer great value for money: in the North Yorkshire Moors National Park’s Young
Ranger and Explorer Club programmes, every pound of investment created six pounds
in value for participants, families and society.
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The report illustrates some of the benefits a Dorset National Park would offer our young people and families,
communities, economy and environment. It would be a key partner for councils, communities, the health sector
and others, and would build on the experiences and successes of other National Parks to support a thriving, healthy,
greener future for everyone.
“With our interest in supporting the mental health of children and young people in Dorset, we would welcome
the increased resources a Dorset National Park would bring, and the new and exciting partnerships it could foster.”
(Anna Powney, Children and Young People Service Manager, Dorset Mind.)

A Pilot Project
Building on the evidence in the report, a Dorset National Park Team partnership aims to create a pilot project
designed to help young people to connect with nature through a range of positive experiences. Much can be
learned from what is currently happening locally and nationally and the partnership looks forward to building on
those experiences.

The Government made a commitment in its manifesto to create new National Parks. Dorset
is widely recognised as the outstanding candidate to be England’s next National Park.

It’s time for Dorset’s National Park
www.dorsetnationalpark.com
You can support the National Park Team CIC with time,
contacts, knowledge and funding.
Dorset & East Devon National Park CIC.
Co Number: 10563714
For more information and to be kept in touch, visit
www.dorsetnationalpark.com
Contact us at: info@dorsetnationalpark.com
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