
Government Consultation on the Glover Review of Landscapes

Dorset National Park Team’s Comments

Overview and National Perspective

The Dorset National Park Team (DNP Team) welcomes the opportunity to input to the Government’s consultation on 
its response to the Glover Review of Landscapes.

The Government consultation seeks views on how designated landscapes (National Parks and AONBs) can do even 
more to bring people closer to nature, enhance the environment and boost biodiversity, improve mental and physical 
wellbeing and support local communities and economies. We welcome and support these aims, and the vision and 
ambitions set out in the Government’s response, particularly the clear emphasis on nature and inclusion. We support 
the vision of a “national network of beautiful, nature-rich spaces that all parts of society can easily access and enjoy”.  
In this context, we welcome the Government’s proposal to establish a National Landscapes Partnership to work with 
designated landscapes and other partners to promote, support and monitor their work.

A Dorset National Park would work in partnership to help Dorset and the nation to make the most of our opportunities, 
and to address effectively the challenges we face together, including the climate and nature emergencies, improving 
health and wellbeing, uncertainties for the farming community, and levelling up including high multiple deprivation 
in some rural and urban coastal communities. 

Our countryside is of vital importance for people, nature and our local economy, and offers great potential to help 
address the nature and climate emergencies as well as improve health and well-being for residents and visitors. 
The continuing deterioration of Dorset’s landscapes, biodiversity, soil health and carbon status could be reversed. 
A Dorset National Park would help to deliver high nature, low carbon, productive and regenerative, beautiful and 
accessible landscapes across Dorset. The case for a Dorset & East Devon National Park has been well evidenced 
over several years and supported by many national, regional and local organisations, communities and individuals. 
We are therefore surprised that the Glover recommendation that a Dorset National Park be seriously evaluated by 
Natural England and the Government has not yet been addressed. 

This is a key moment for the future of our landscapes, and one which will have a significant impact for many years to 
come. It is critical that the right choices are made and that resources are provided, for Natural England and others, 
to enable action to follow. A Dorset National Park would give great returns on investment for Dorset and the Nation.

The Dorset National Park Team is playing an active part in ongoing discussions and reviews of future landscape 
designation strategy, and we look forward to continuing to contribute to DEFRA’s and NE’s work.

Dorset – a Unique Opportunity for New Approaches and Exceptional Returns 

Dorset, with a Dorset National Park, offers a unique opportunity for new approaches and joined-up thinking which 
will address many key government objectives and priorities – urban and rural; terrestrial, coastal and marine; social 
challenges and economic levelling up; nature recovery, climate action and improved health and wellbeing. Indeed, 
Dorset illustrates the opportunities for new approaches and joined up thinking across potential designations and our 
wider landscapes rural/urban/onshore/offshore. 

A National Park would be a key partner with Dorset’s rural 
and urban unitary councils, communities, businesses and 
others to create opportunities and address our shared 
challenges. It can help Dorset “level up” its rural economy 
by, for example: adding value to its important tourism 
economy with eco, health, heritage, cultural and dark 
skies tourism; helping farmers to develop productive, 
regenerative farming and promote higher value Dorset 
products while seriously addressing the climate and 
nature emergencies; helping to develop the green/blue 
and digital economy and bring opportunities for young 
people who otherwise leave Dorset in search of openings 
elsewhere.
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A Dorset National Park can, directly and indirectly, help areas of significant multiple deprivation within rural and urban 
Dorset, including coastal communities. For example, the towns of Weymouth and Portland have expressed their 
support for the wide-ranging benefits and opportunities a National Park could bring. Portland, once considered an 
industrial environment, is now highly valued for its ecologically and culturally important former quarrying landscape, 
its wild seas and dramatic cliffs and coves, its opportunities for sailing, walking and climbing, its lively cultural scene, 
and the exciting “Eden Portland” project. Portland TC has declared its support for a Dorset National Park and its wish 
to be included, as has Sturminster Newton TC, an historic market town once the home of Thomas Hardy in its heyday 
as a capital of cheese making and dairying.

A Dorset National Park can offer exceptional benefits with new outreach and flexibility around boundaries. For 
example, it might either include or foster a special relationship with landscapes in and around the conurbation 
of Bournemouth/Christchurch/Poole (BCP), including Dorset’s “Great Heath” (precious surviving areas of the Great 
Dorset Heath, interspersed with suburban communities, and highly valued recreational green spaces,), and the Stour 
Valley with its recreationally important Stour Valley Way (the River Stour flows across rural Dorset from its Stourhead 
source, and through the BCP conurbation to the sea.) 

Dorset – Onshore and Offshore

Dorset underlines the needs and opportunities for 
joined up thinking across rural/urban/onshore/offshore 
landscapes and designations. A Dorset National Park 
offers exceptional scope for vital connectivity and a 
new, joined up approach to landscapes, ecosystems 
and economic opportunities, onshore and offshore 
and across their interface. A 2019 independent report 
discussed this potential: 
https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/post/off-shore-and-
on-shore 
A report by the Blue Marine Foundation advocated that 
the designation of a terrestrial Dorset National Park 
should also include the coastal and marine environment. 
By better connecting off-shore and on-shore and linking 
their relevant designations, Dorset answers both the 
Government’s aim to identify new areas for potential 
designation and its wish to identify new approaches. 

Designating a Dorset National Park offers the opportunity to link rural, urban, coastal and marine landscapes, with 
their distinctive character, significance and appeal:

• Coastal areas, including heritage coasts with their communities, are under-represented in existing designated 
landscapes. Dorset’s World Heritage Jurassic Coast would double the extent of coastline in England’s NPs.

• Coastal areas augment Dorset’s exceptional recreational opportunities and inclusive appeal. NE’s research has 
shown that coastal areas (in preference to uplands) are popular destinations where younger people in particular 
chose to go for recreation, health and wellbeing. A Dorset National Park, with its varied coastal and inland 
countryside and communities, and very strong cultural heritage interest, would score highly for an exceptionally 
wide-ranging and inclusive recreational “offer” for people of all ages and backgrounds (see the last document in 
this set of information: https://www.dorsetnationalpark.com/evidence-2018). 

• Coastal areas are often “honeypot” destinations. Such coastal honeypot landscapes and communities can need 
(but don’t necessarily receive) sensitive tourism management, including the provision of good information and 
sustainable transport such as National Parks can promote, to help avoid damage to the heritage which people 
come to enjoy. 

Dorset’s countryside is very important to both local people and visitors.

Dorset’s environment, wildlife and heritage – throughout rural Dorset - are of local, national and international 
importance. They are also Dorset’s greatest economic asset, as independent studies have shown, worth £billions to 
the local economy. During the pandemic, public appreciation of the countryside and nature has grown, along with 
public understanding of their vital contribution to mental and physical health. 

The climate and ecological emergencies, declared by the government nationally and by Dorset’s two unitary councils, 
rural and urban, are a wake-up call. Dorset’s countryside has a unique contribution to make in helping us to address 
effectively the serious challenges we face together. With appropriate policies and support, the countryside can play 
a key role in addressing climate change, restoring nature, and enhancing community health and wellbeing. Our 
countryside should also continue to provide healthy Dorset food and drink.
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Dorset’s countryside remains at risk. 

Dorset’s environment is exceptional. It deserves the 
highest recognition and protection. Dorset has the highest 
number of species anywhere in the UK, reflecting its unique 
geology and geomorphology and exceptionally varied 
landscapes. Despite the international importance and 
outstanding quality of Dorset’s landscapes and wildlife, 
existing designations such as AONB, Green Belt, SSSI etc, 
have proved insufficient to prevent the degradation of our 
environment and loss of species. The quality of Dorset’s 
water catchments, rivers and harbours, including Poole 
Harbour, the second largest natural harbour in the world 
and a vital habitat for thousands of migratory birds and 
other species, has deteriorated over a long period and 
requires urgent attention, as reports by the Environment 
Agency show. An independent scientific report by 
Bournemouth University showed all of Dorset’s vital 
ecosystem services to be in continuing decline (“Tipping 
points in lowland agricultural landscapes”, Bournemouth 
University, 2019).

A National Park for all of Dorset and the Nation

A Dorset National Park would work in partnership with all stakeholders to help reverse Dorset’s ecological decline, 
and promote a thriving, prosperous, greener future for our communities, economy and countryside. 

We are disappointed that the Government has not responded to the Glover recommendation that Dorset, the 
Chilterns and the Cotswolds, be seriously considered for National Park designation. A Dorset National Park was, as 
DEFRA and Natural England will be aware, recommended in John Dower’s 1945 official report on National Parks 
for England, and was then on the shortlist of areas with which the Hobhouse Committee began work to establish 
England’s first generation of National Parks. Many communities and local councils, societies, groups and individuals 
across Dorset and beyond support a Dorset National Park and wish to see the benefits and opportunities which 
this would bring for people and nature, our exceptional environment, wildlife and heritage, and our communities, 
businesses, farmers and visitors. 

The proposed Dorset National Park would make a significant contribution to the government’s objective that 30% of 
the countryside be protected for nature by 2030 (“30 by 30”), it would encompass currently largely unprotected areas 
such as Thomas Hardy’s “Egdon Heath”, enhance landscapes, biodiversity, recreational and economic opportunity, 
and increase nature connectivity and resilience. It would be a partner in a coherent, sustainable strategy for Dorset 
at the heart of southern England.

Dorset has the potential to make a significant contribution to addressing the climate and ecological crises. A Dorset 
National Park would work in close and supportive partnership with councils, communities, land managers and other 
stakeholders across Dorset, including both Dorset Council and the adjacent BCP conurbation, the UK’s largest 
non-industrial conurbation, to help address these challenges and develop and deliver sustainable policies, eg for 
transport, tourism and energy. In this context, we welcome the proposal to enhance National Parks’ ability to help 
manage tourism pressures, working in partnership with councils, communities, farmers and others. 

A Dorset National Park would work with farmers and landowners for a successful and sustainable economic future, 
including the production of high-quality Dorset food and drink; effective carbon capture in soils, hedges and 
woodland; health and wellbeing for local people and visitors; and opportunities for renewable energy, including in 
partnership with communities. A National Park would help develop a successful green/blue economy, improve skills 
and life chances, and respond to local housing needs including for affordable homes, to the benefit of all Dorset 
communities including young people and families.

The Dorset National Park Team, with its many partners, wishes to see Natural England and the Government deliver 
Dorset’s long overdue, well-deserved and much-needed National Park, to the benefit of people, nature, climate and 
the economy, across Dorset and the nation. The Government’s response to Glover indicates that NE will develop a 
more collaborative approach to designating new National Parks and AONBs. We welcome such a new approach 
and look forward to continuing to work with Defra, NE and all stakeholders to shape a dynamic, 21st century Dorset 
National Park.

Dorset National Park Team - April 2022
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